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It was quite a sight when on November I,st, almost 100 runners and walkers joined the second annual TEAM 

DAWG to participate in the Santa Barbara News~Press Half Marathon and 5k Fun Run/Walk. This year, 

TEAM DAWG owes a huge boost in participation to the local group Momentum for Life (M4L), which helps 

bring together teams of individuals to train for athletic events and give back to the community. 

Our TEAM DAWG members came together with the goal of raising funds for DAWG's medical facil­
ity. DAWG volunteer Mark Hacken, a seasoned runner, h-ad a special reason to participate. Eighte-e-n---.....-.~­


months ago, 73-year-young Mark was stricken with a rare debili­


tating disease that left him completely paralyzed. As he lay hospi­


talized, Mark dreamed of running again some day. He never gave
 

up hope. Mark's only focus was a single picture his nurse had
 

posted on the foot of 'his bed: a runner on the beach. Mark de­


cided that when he recovered, he would tell his story to others to
 

inspire, motivate and encourage them to never give up.
 

Today, he runs on Santa Barbara beaches. And on November 1St,
 
Marl< placed 2nd in his age category in the 5k race. M'ark became
 

a member of TEAM DAWG because he wants to make sure we
 

never give up on the lost and abandoned dogs we help each and
 

every day.
 

Congratulations to all TEAM DAWG members, and a special recognition to those who placed in their vari­

ous age categories: 

In the Half Marathon, Mark Bloomer placed 2nd 

In the women's 5K, Megan Rheinschi,ld came in 2nd and Lori Cappello placed 3rd 

In the men's 51<, Dan Costanza placed Ist, Mark Hacken came in 2nd
, and Grant Shroeder placed 3rd 

We'd like to thank the following corporate sponsors: Santa Barbara Running Company, Momentum for Life, Wyatt 
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Mark Hacken and fellow Team DAWG members. 


